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warn such critics against reading into the covering resolution
any radical modification of the Bardoli resolutions except in two
particulars. One is the restoration of permission to resort to bona
fide picketing of foreign cloth under direct supervision of local
Congress committees, to be carried on by persons of known good
character. Complaints were bitter against foreign cloth merchants
as to their indifference to the growing popular dislike, even on the
part of those who use it, for foreign cloth, as also to the breach
of solemn promises made by these merchants that they would not
import any more foreign cloth. The people have rightly resented
the unpatriotic and selfish attitude of the merchants who in their
desire to amass wealth have utterly disregarded the popular feeling
against any further importation of foreign cloth into this country.
It would be a grave mistake to suppose that this opposition to foreign
cloth is based upon any ill will. Dislike of foreign cloth is a proof
of national consciousness, of a supreme economic fact and this
statement received additional support from the opposition that is
growing against the use of cloth manufactured by mills of India. There
can be no question of ill will against those who are engaged in the
mill industry of India, But till the nation realizes, as I think it will,
that the masses can as little afford to buy cloth manufactured in mills
as it can afford to buy food cooked in hotels, it is impossible to
withstand that unanimous demand for picketing foreign cloth shops.
I can only hope that the merchants of India who have all these
long years been engaged in a trade which has brought about the
daily growing pauperism of the masses will rise to the occasion and
even like the Japanese Samurai recognize the necessity of a little
sacrifice. I consider the sacrifice of foreign cloth trade slight for
the simple reason that the merchants can find a respectable living
if they turn their attention to organizing the khaddar manufacture
and the khaddar trade and thus render even peaceful picketing
wholly unnecessary. If they would only co-operate I would love
to divert the energy of the best men and women in the country
from picketing foreign cloth shops to becoming expert spinners,
weavers, and carders and manufacturers of khaddar as fast as
they can.
The second modification is that the power of reverting to in-
dividual civil disobedience whether of a defensive or of offensive
type has been again given by the All-India Congress Committee to
the provinces. It does not therefore mean that the provinces are
required immediately to resort to individual civil disobedience but
it gives each province full powers to do so if circumstances required
it and if the necessary non-violent atmosphere is present in that